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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

OF THE

WIDEFIELD WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
Held:  Wednesday, February 19 2020, at 12:00 p.m. at 8495 

Fontaine Blvd., in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80925.

Attendance Directors in Attendance Were:
Mark Watson, President *arrival where noted
Mark Dunsmoor, Vice President
Dan Ittner, Asst. Secretary
Jim Mesite, Jr., Director

Directors Absent (excused): 
Frank Watson, Secretary/Treasurer

Also in Attendance:
Lucas Hale, District Manager
Rob Bannister, District Engineer
Carmen Slagle, Senior Human Resources Generalist
Joe Norris, Collins Cockrel & Cole, P.C., General Counsel
Members of the Public:  Jean Smith

Call to Order Vice President Dunsmoor noted that a quorum of the Board was present 
and that the Directors had confirmed their continuing qualification to 
serve, and therefore called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Widefield Water and Sanitation District to order at 12:01 p.m.

Notice Notice of the meeting was properly posted as required by law.  The 
notice also included the agenda items.  Certification of such posting is 
attached hereto.

Disclosure Matters President Watson reported that general conflict of interest statements had 
been received from all directors and previously filed with the Secretary 
of State at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  Copies of the 
statements are on file with and available online from the Colorado 
Secretary of State.
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Approval of 
Minutes

The Board reviewed the Minutes of the January 15, 2020 regular 
meeting.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, 
the Minutes of such meeting were approved as revised.

Financial Matters
  - Monthly 
Financials:

Mr. Hale reviewed with the Board the District’s financial reports 
ending December 31, 2019.  Cash increased due to positive operations 
in December.  The BNR project was placed into the operations 
category so those assets switched categories in the financials and those 
assets are now depreciating in the financials.  Point repairs were 
completed in November so there was a decrease in maintenance and 
repairs expense.  The DATA WEST contract renewal payment was 
made in December.  The water meter stock was replenished in 
December for the District’s meter replacement program.  Meter 
expenses also increased in December due to thirty-four new meters 
installed in December, mostly for new homes.  The 2018 hail storm 
damages have closed out and there was a small gain in December.  Mr. 
Hale then reported that the District has collected 16 water tap fees, 15 
sewer tap fees, and 16 water resource acquisition fees in December, 
totaling 484 water tap fees, 474 sewer tap fees and 397 water resource 
acquisition fees year to date.  This was close to a District record, but 
just under.

Mr. Hale then presented the 2019 budgeted actual numbers.  There was 
13% more water use than budget projected, primarily due to population 
growth in the District.  Wastewater use was under budget, likely 
because customers are figuring out the winter averaging period.  
Expenses are slightly over budget in salaries but under on benefits and 
insurance.  Water, operating, and maintenance operations are all under 
budget.  Professional services are slightly over budget primarily due to 
water court cases.  Overall, the operating expenses for the District as a 
whole were under budget by almost $1,000,000.

Question from Director Mesite: Because some expenses were put off 
in 2019, will those expenses be seen early this year?
Mr. Hale: Possibly, there are several point repairs and there are several 
projects that the Air Force has that will be done early in 2020.
Director Mesite: Sounds like the bottom line is we should be much 
closer to budget numbers in 2020 for expenses. 

Question from Director Ittner: Where will the Master Plan expense 
show up this year?
Mr. Hale: That will be in professional services.

Mr. Hale noted that these year-end numbers are still subject to some 
minor adjustments for the audit which will happen around April.
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Manager’s Report

 - Operations

 - House Bill 11-
2019 (PFAS Bill)

Mr. Hale reported that the District staff is still evaluating options for the 
replacement of the four-inch sewer main.  It was discovered that twelve 
manholes need lining as they are deteriorating.  This is not a budgeted 
project but it needed to be completed as it is a major concern for backups. 

Question from Director Mesite: Was the material in the manholes 
under any kind of warranty?
Mr. Hale: Those warranties have long since passed.

Mr. Hale noted that the District has identified several other manholes 
with difficult access, but they have addressed and resolved this with 
individual homeowners and customers.  A fence will be installed around 
well number 1 to protect the building.  Mr. Hale noted that he will be 
gone June 24th through July 1st.  Steve Wilson and all other District 
Department heads will be available in his absence.

* President Watson then arrived.

Hr. Hale then discussed the Owens and Hall diversion structure 
agreement that the Cody Water Rights are subject to.  The upgrades and 
maintenance by CSU will require about 3% share of those expense to be 
paid for by the District.  The District and CSU will be coordinating with 
regard to the diversion structure and anticipated expenses moving 
forward.   The District’s senior wastewater operator resigned two weeks 
ago and the District will be recruiting a new operator position.  
Negotiations are still ongoing with CWPDA regarding their storage and 
water agreement.  Fountain is not able to lease storage space, but they 
are continuing to coordinate with Fountain and Security in regards to 
their negotiations with CWPDA, but the District will be negotiating with 
CWPDA independently.  The District continues to work with Fountain 
regarding the potential sale of the H2O Ranch property, about 400 acres 
near Westcliff.  Fountain has received some interest in purchasing the 
property.  The Board expressed a general agreement to sell the property 
and use those funds for other pressing needs in the District.

Mr. Hale provided an update on the status of a proposed PFAS Bill in 
the Colorado legislature that would affect utilities.  There are a lot of 
unknowns now and stakeholder meetings are ongoing.  The concern is 
that the Bill could be an unfunded mandate to utilities.  They are still 
unsure of where things will go but the District is concerned that it will 
be a huge impact on ratepayers in the District.  The District and its 
consultants will continue to monitor and follow this legislation.
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 - State Bill 20-153

 - Employee 
Handbook

Question from President Watson: At what point will the studies on the 
impact and harm to people be completed?
Mr. Hale: The Safe Drinking Water Act requires a threshold of proving 
toxicity.  Those tests are ongoing, but the proposed legislation could 
mandate treatment before any proof of toxicity as is required for the EPA 
process.  

Another proposed bill, State Bill 20-153, will mandate a twenty-five-
cent charge per residential customer per 1,000 gallons over 4,000 gallons 
to fund the State Water Plan.  Mr. Norris reported that this bill is 
receiving quite a bit of push-back and there is unlikely to pass at this 
time.

Mr. Hale presented the Resolution Authorizing Changes to Employee 
Handbook.  The resolution adds an adoption of a social media policy and 
a clarification to the paid parental leave. The Board discussed their 
support for both and that a social media policy is necessary for any entity 
today.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the 
Resolution was approved as presented.

Engineer’s Report Rob Bannister reported that the construction of the Widefield Blvd. 
treatment plant is progressing.  Two borings under the highway and 
railroad will be significant and still need to be completed.  The backup 
generator design is ongoing and they are continuing to look for a location 
that will not impact underground facilities.  An early planning meeting 
with the County regarding Rolling Hills Ranch will be happening and 
will start to determine permitting and timing for that project.  They do 
expect a 1041 permit will be required. Mr. Bannister will be meeting 
with JDS Hydro and COLA regarding the Trails at Aspen Ridge 
development.  The developer would like the booster station ready by next 
fall so they are able to start Phase II.  The County approved Lorson 
Ranch’s location of a twenty-four-inch main on the right of way.  The 
principals for the potential development on the Singer property are 
considering additional density.

Attorney’s Report Mr. Norris discussed the proposed Revocable License Agreement from 
El Paso County for construction of raw water pipeline to the Widefield 
Blvd. treatment plant with the Board.  Although different than an 
easement interest, the proposed License Agreement provides similar 
protections for the District’s use and the County is unlikely to consider 
or approve an easement.  Mr. Norris recommended approval and 
acceptance of the Agreement.  After review and discussion and upon 
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motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously approved and 
accepted the Revocable License Agreement.

Executive Session Upon motion duly made by Director Ittner, seconded by Director Mesite 
and unanimously carried, the Board entered into Executive Session at 
1:31 p.m. pursuant to § 24-6-402(4)(b), C.R.S., to confer with the 
District’s attorney to receive legal advice regarding potential 
condemnation of an easement at 7155 Southmoor Drive and to develop 
strategy for negotiations and instruct negotiators regarding the same 
easement..  At 1:48 p.m., the Board came out of executive session.  No 
action was taken by the Board during executive session.

Attorney’s Report 
– cont’d

Mr. Norris discussed the proposed Resolution Authorizing the 
Acquisition of Easement by Eminent Domain for expanding an existing 
easement on property located at 7155 Southmoor Drive.  After review 
and discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board 
unanimously approved the Resolution.

Mr. Norris then discussed the proposed Resolution Calling for the 2020 
Regular District Election and Appointing a DEO.  After review and 
discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board 
unanimously approved the Resolution.

Public Comment Question from Jean Smith: Who is supplying water for the new 
Amazon facility?
President Watson believes its Fountain that is supplying water for 
Amazon.  
Ms. Smith then asked about homes in the designated flight zone. 
Mr. Bannister informed her that the existing approved developments in 
Widefield’s service area are not in that zone.  

Ms. Smith then praised the District for not sitting and waiting to treat 
the PFAS contaminates. 

Other Business None.

Adjournment There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting 
was adjourned at approximately 2:04 p.m.

/s/ Frank Watson

Secretary
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Attorney Statement

REGARDING PRIVILEGED ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION

Pursuant to Section 24-6-402(2)(d.5)(II)(B), C.R.S., I attest that, in my capacity as the attorney 
representing the Widefield Water and Sanitation District, I attended the executive session 
meeting of the Widefield Water and Sanitation District convened at approximately 1:31 p.m. on 
February 19, 2020 for the sole purpose of providing legal advice regarding potential 
condemnation of an easement at 7155 Southmoor Dr. and to develop a strategy for negotiations 
and instruct negotiators regarding the same easement.  I further attest it is my opinion that all of 
the executive session discussion constituted a privileged attorney-client communication as 
provided by Section 24-6-402(4)(b), C.R.S. and, based on that opinion, no further record, written 
or electronic, was kept or required to be kept pursuant to Section 24-6-402(2)(d.5)(II)(B), C.R.S.  
The Board did not adopt any proposed policy, position, rule, regulation, or take any formal 
action during the executive session. 

By:
Joseph W. Norris, General Counsel

Dated:  February 19, 2020


